
New Mexico Rural Justice Initiative 

Rural Judicial Externship Application 
Description of Program 

The Rural Justice Initiative is a comprehensive, three-part program designed to recruit 
and retain attorneys in rural New Mexico.  The Initiative is designed to give law students 
and attorneys meaningful opportunities to build strong connections with rural 
communities, resulting in lasting commitment to service and greater access to justice for 
people living in those areas.  The Initiative’s first component, the Rural Judicial Externship 
(RJE), offers selected law students a salary, stipend, tuition reimbursement, and housing 
(or housing stipend) in exchange for working in a rural community for the summer as a 
judicial extern.   

Judges supervising judicial externs are expected to provide legal research, writing, and 
court observation opportunities to the extern; introduce the extern to members of the legal 
community; attend local community, pro bono, and bar association events with the extern; 
and provide professional mentorship and guidance to the extern. 

Eligibility and Requirements: 

• Candidate must be a student at an ABA-accredited law school who has completed
at least one year of law school (preference for New Mexico residents)

• Student must complete 30 hours per week for 10 weeks of judicial externship work
(May – August)

• If seeking tuition reimbursement for a concurrent summer law school externship
course, student must fulfill all school class hours and complete all class
requirements.  Student is responsible for enrolling in the externship class for the
summer of the RJE.  Student must provide proof of enrollment and proof of tuition
payment for the concurrent law school summer externship course

Placement: 

• Relocation to the rural area is required for the duration of the externship.
Daily commuting to the rural area from a non-rural location is allowed on a
case-by-case basis

• Placements will be with judges in New Mexico judicial districts demonstrating the
most need for legal services.  No placements will be made in Bernalillo, Doña Ana,
or Santa Fe Counties.  Law student preferences will be considered

Compensation: 

• Salary of $37.50 per hour (no health care benefits)
• Stipend of $5,000 paid upon successful completion of the program



• Tuition reimbursement for a concurrent law school summer externship course of
up to $1800 (proof of enrollment and tuition payment required)

• Housing (university or college-supplied housing at participating schools in rural
communities.  If there is no university/college housing available and the student is
unable to secure no cost housing, a housing stipend with a maximum payment of
$4,000 can be offered)

Application 

To apply, please submit the following to Aja Brooks, the Rural Justice Program 
Coordinator, at NMruraljustice@nmcourts.gov: 

• Rural Judicial Externship Application Form
• Resumé
• Law school transcript (1st year law students can send transcripts from 1st

semester by January 9, 2026)
• One (1) letter of reference
• Personal Statement describing:

o Your interest in rural practice in the requested rural area
o Your reasons for desiring to relocate to and serve the requested rural area
o Any notable life experiences related to your interest in rural practice/the

rural area
o Your professional goals (include short- and long-term commitment to the

requested rural area)

Applications must be submitted by December 15, 2025 at 5:00 pm MT.  

mailto:NMruraljustice@nmcourts.gov
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Rural Judicial Externship Application Form 
Applicant Information 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Current Class Level:_____________  Student ID_______________________ 

Preferred Pronouns:_____________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:___________   Work Phone:____________    Cell Phone:____________ 

When is the best time to contact you?________________________________________ 

Education 

Name of Law School:_____________________________________________________ 

I will be enrolling in my law school’s externship class for the summer of the RJE:   

Yes☐ No☐

If yes, list the number of credits you wish to take:_________________ 

I am requesting tuition reimbursement in the amount of _________________ ($1800 
maximum; proof of enrollment and tuition payment required) 

I have previously been accepted as a Rural Judicial Extern:  

Yes☐ No☐

Relocation 

Please provide your preference of where you would like to relocate/reside if accepted 
into the program: 

1st Choice 
___________________ 
2nd Choice 
___________________ 
3rd Choice 
___________________ 

Please list the city/town where you wish to reside within each preferred county, whether 
you are requesting an option to commute, and any other relevant information related to 
your preference: 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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The Rural Justice Program Coordinator will work closely with students to obtain 
housing.  However, if you have already identified housing in the rural area, please 
provide the location of the housing and distance from preferred rural area: 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

Number of additional housing occupants (partners, children, etc.) __________________ 

Certifications 

I understand that relocation to the rural area is required for the duration of the program 
(daily commuting from non-rural location is permitted on a case-by-case basis):   

Yes☐ No☐

I understand that the award of the $5,000 stipend is contingent upon completion of the 
10-week externship.

Yes☐ No☐

I understand that if I am taking my school’s externship class for school credit, I am 
responsible for enrolling in the class for the summer: 

Yes☐ No☐

I understand that if I am seeking tuition reimbursement, I must be paying for tuition and 
must submit proof of enrollment and proof of tuition payment: 

Yes☐ No☐

I understand that I am responsible for determining whether participation in the program 
may affect my financial aid or have tax consequences: 

Yes☐ No☐

I understand that my preferred area of placement(s) will be considered, but that 
preferred area and selection for the program are not guaranteed: 

Yes☐ No☐

I attest and affirm that the above information is true and correct: 

Yes☐ No☐

Applicant’s Signature:______________________________ Date:_____________ 
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